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<Subject of search> 

The invention of claim 2 is specified by the property of ^substantially 
not decomposable even under exposure to, at 780 nm wavelength, 5 mW/cm 2 
laser for 200 hr". However, this property is not one commonly employed 
in the art to which the invention pertains, so that the scope of particular 
cyanine dyes specified by that property is ambiguous even if the technical 
common knowledge at the time of filing of this application is taken into 
account. Consequently, claim 2 cannot be stated as being clearly 
described within the meaning of PCT Article 6. 

Further, claims 1 and 2 cover a vast plurality of compounds. However, 
only some of the claimed compounds are disclosed within the meaning of 
PCT Article 5, and within the meaning of PCT Article 6, claims 1 and 
2 are not fully supported. 

Therefore, the search has been conducted only on the portion supported 
by and disclosed in the description, namely, "cyanine dyes comprising 
a compound of the general formula 2 or 3 and an organometallic complex ,/ . 



